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This year, | got invited as one of the contestants in the
annual Chizu Haikara Festival. The kimono and haori | wore this
year were ones that | had to remake from recycle kimonos that
were too small for me.

During the competition, | wanted my speech to uplift
everyone’s spirits in Chizu. | hope that even though my
Japanese was not so good | was able to communicate my spirit
and intent.

After the presentation, | walked around the festival grounds
eating yakitori and the gyoza from the gas station. | met many
of my students and | am happy to see them running around
and having fun at the festival, many of them tried speaking
English with me and | am proud that they try to speak English
on their own.

Many of my friends from Tottori city and Iwami town came
to enjoy the festival. The Haikara Festival reminded me once
again of Chizu’s strong community spirit, a town where
tradition, friendship, and joy all come together.
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